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- 18 August 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR
 SUBJECT: The Sovist Btske in Cwbe
1.

The USSR's primary staks in Cuba Is peliticsl.

HS/ HC- < ?‘/z’ /

. . - FP A 2y
< A SRR SRS WA 1) H'ﬁ‘ ¥ Plam 7.

- Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000100010001-4




Approved For Release 2007/03/28 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000100010001-4

3. Cuba is also of value to the USSR as axn operational
base from which the revolution in Latin America can be furthered
by propagarda, the iadoctrination and tralming of mlilitants, gum-
running, sod other claamdestine operatioms. For the Soviets, hew-
ever, this use is incidental and suxiliary to the pelitical impact
of the Cudaa revolutionary example.

4. Wik the passags of tims, the Soviet stake in Cuba has
come to be defensive as well as offeasive. The USSR's prestige
has becorme lavelved with Castro's fortunes, snd Mcscow's
political commitment to the survival and success of the Cuban
revolution is despening. In the past year the Soviets have re-
luctantly acquiesced in seweral moves -- Castreo's proclamation
that he (s a Communist, his attack upon Mescow-oriented Com-~
munists seeking to undermine his loadorship -- which have com-
siderably reduced their freedom of mansuvezr. They have doms
this in large part because they arc not prepared to accept the set-

. back to thelr policies which wouid result from & breach with Castrve,

5. Cuba could be used by the USSR as a military base from
which to threatsn the US, With the growth of Soviet strategic capa-
bllities, however, installations on Cuba would add little to the weight
of attack which the Sovists could direct agalust the US. The USSR'e
chisf motive for the establishment of, for example, a medium-
ranges missilie base on Cuba would thorefore be to deter an amtici-
pated US military interveation against Castro.-
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7. kamwhllmo&atmm‘ staks ia Castre,
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FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES ‘

ABBOT BMITH
Acting Chalrmas
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S« g 10 August 1962

MEZMORANDUM

A panel of the Board of National Estimates and
Mr, Harvey have checked the Director's draft
memorandum dated 10 August. Attached is a re-
vised clean text embodying several editorial
revisiunslfor- clarification, but no substantive
change.

The Board of National Estimates points out that
the last sentence of the Memorandum is contrary
to NIE 85-2-62, conclusion C {(page 1) and para-
graphs 27-29 (pages 7-8). The Board believes that
the prospect of the USSR locating medium range

missiles in Cuba is slight.
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